
Jonathan Machado 

Professor Perera 

Our Moon 

10/9/2019 

We Never Went to the Moon by Bill Kaysing, Book Review and Summary 

Bill Kaysing, author of “We Never Went to the Moon” was a technical writer at 

Rocketdynes jet propulsion laboratory, a division of North American Aviation, from 1956-1963. 

His book was published in 1976 and he is regarded as a pioneer of the moon landing conspiracy. 

The organization of Kaysing’s book is a bit hard to follow, but follows a few common themes. I 

personally broke down his argument into 6 tenants: thought-provoking questions, the 

governments history of corruption, the landing was too big to fail, the pictures are fake, our 

science was not advanced enough, and the obscure Nevada location. 

Strange incidents and thought-provoking questions 

In the beginning of the book, Kaysing lists off a lot of unanswered questions that loosely support 

his conspiracy. Why were the astronauts quarantined when the moon is sterile? Why was 

astronaut training not publicized, when other aspects of their lives were? Why were the 

moonrocks rushed to Switzerland and what proof do we have that they were real? Why was the 

Apollo 6 mission much less polished compared to the next 6 missions? Just to name a few. 

Another situation brought up was the death of NASA whistleblower Thomas R Baron, an 

employee of North American Aviation. He did a 500-page report on issues of the program 

following the fire on pad 34, and shortly after he was killed when his car stalled in front of a 

train. The counter argument to this was that his unfortunate death happened after he testified. 

Governments History of Corruption 



Kaysing sticks to the idea that the Moon landing very well could have been faked because the 

government has been dishonest many times in the past. He cites that the US government has 

experience in secret operations such as Nixon’s Watergate, and Eisenhower flying soviet spy 

planes, lying about what happened, and later admitting to this lie. Kennedy was also dishonest to 

the public about the Bay of Pigs invasion. He also points to the fact that if the CIA can be 

corrupt, so can NASA. 

Too big to fail 

Foreign policy was a big theme, and contrary to Eisenhower’s laissez-faire approach, Kennedy 

was willing to go to the moon at all costs to beat the Russians in the space race. This meant a 

very large budget and a mission that was “too big to fail”. Faking the journey was not out of the 

question, and we had the means to do it by sending the rocket until it was out of visibility then 

landing it elsewhere. 

Remote Location and Pictures 

The famous pictures of the moon have blemishes according to Kaysing, such as: there is a lack of 

stars, there are poorly placed crosshairs, and the shine on the astronaut’s face shield should not 

be there. In terms of the stars, the photos were taken in the lunar daytime, so the lack of exposure 

and the suns light made the stars invisible. For the crosshairs, the cameras were fitted with a 

Réseau plate (a clear glass plate with a reticle etched on), so objects cannot appear in front of the 

grid. Light on the astronaut’s faceplate was caused by the moon’s surface reflecting light. 

Kaysing is adamant in that these photos were taken on a set and that they were edited after the 

fact. He even points to the realistic nature of the movie 2001 as a case example that faking the 

pictures is possible, and the fact that they consulted with NASA to make the film. 

Science Not advanced Enough 



There was an incidence of death on the Apollo 1 mission due to a fire that could have been 

prevented, which shows a lack of proper testing. As mentioned earlier Thomas R Baron wrote a 

500-page report on NASA’s mistakes. Very few people have visited the propulsion lab, and 

NASA has hidden all bad info such as test failures (according to Kaysing with no source). He 

also claims that the LEM was very complicated and untested in space as of 1969, and “according 

to studies, having all 15 phases occur to go to the moon and back is beyond probability”.  

Obscure Location and Secrecy 

Nevada was chosen due to its vast amount of land, fun nearby, and its secluded nature. Kaysing 

called the moon hoax the “Apollo simulation project” with 6 tenants 

1. Secret top-level organization and management 

2. Intensive security, including counter intelligence 

3. Undercover procurement of personnel 

4. Clandestine equipment design, manufacture, installation, and operation 

5. Coverup communications, including wiretaps and taping 

6. Covert planning and special projects (Aerospace "plumbers") 

Throughout these tenants, he is very sure that many government employees are willing and able 

to keep this moon landing secret. The defense intelligence agency was formed in 1961, and 

Kaysing claimed it was a “ruse” for the Apollo Simulation Project. Area 6 in Nevada could have 

been the ASP headquarters. Over 800 people were involved in the Apollo mission but only 6 or 

less were 100% briefed. To draw a parallel, although thousands of people worked on the atomic 

bomb, info never got leaked to the public. A quote from the book: "Recruiting for ASP was not 

difficult. People love to know secrets and salaries of 50,000 for a minor technician was not 

uncommon”. 



 Overall, although a fun read, the lack of sources makes Bill Kaysings points very 

shallow. I am very amused with his use of strong words like “lied” and wrong” with such 

certainty. His distinct tone of certainty is ironically funny to me. I also think if he went to such 

lengths to write and self-publish a book, then he must truly believe what he is saying. My 

personal counterargument to his points are that all his possible parallel events have come out to 

the public as corrupt when the moon landing clearly did not after so many years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


